
Philosophy 4A03 Early Modern Philosophy Fall 2013 

A short position paper (about 2000-2500 words or 7-9 typed double-spaced pages), in which you will be 

required to take a position and argue for it on one the topics below; due on Tuesday, October 15.   (20%) 

Topics 

1.   According to Hobbes’s methodology, civil philosophy presupposes understanding moral 

philosophy, the latter presupposes physics, and physics presupposes geometry. How is this 

supposed to work? How viable is it? 

2.   Is Hobbes a rationalist or an empiricist? Discuss the aptness of this way of categorizing 

seventeenth century thinkers with reference to his (and/or Leibniz’s) philosophy. 

3.  Hobbes argues that reasoning (“ratiocination”) is simply calculation. Discuss how Leibniz 

builds on this idea with reference to the idea of artificial intelligence and modern 

computing. 

4.   Leibniz follows Hobbes in emphasizing the advantage of using real definitions, as opposed 

to nominal ones, and even uses the same example of a definition of a circle that 

demonstrates its possibility. Are their positions on definition the same? 

5.  Both Hobbes and Leibniz lay great stress on accuracy of language and the importance of 

correct definitions. Discuss the similarity and differences in the way they conceive this. 

6.  The idea of a universal language can be understood in many different ways. Discuss these 

different ways with reference to the views of Leibniz. 

7.  Leibniz’s view that all matter contains (and is ultimately constituted by) living organisms 

seems outlandish at first. But how untenable is it? Discuss with reference to his 

characterization of organic bodies. 

8.  Hobbes states that philosophy excludes theology. Leibniz has strong religious motivations 

for his philosophical project. But how far apart are they on the relationship between 

philosophy and theology? 

9.  In what ways is Leibniz’s philosophy of substance conditioned by his reaction to Spinoza’s 

philosophy of substance? 


